Anaesthesia and the child with HIV infection.
The frequency of AIDS in the paediatric population is growing rapidly and is expected to get worse. The anaesthetist will participate in the care of these children in the operating room and the intensive care unit with increasing frequency and must therefore have an understanding of the many manifestations of this syndrome. Children become infected with HIV by transplacental transmission from mother to fetus in over 80% of cases. Early diagnosis in infants can be very difficult. Clinical manifestations of HIV infection in children result from damage to almost every organ system. Considerations for the anaesthetist include: the effects of medications, cardiovascular dysfunction, pulmonary disease, altered metabolism, equipment preparation, choice of anaesthetic, modes of viral transmission and psycho-social issues.